Lesson 1: The Magna Carta
Station One – What is the Magna Carta? Watch the video “What is Magna Carta” and answer the questions below.
1. The Magna Carta was signed in the year ______________. 
2. What were 2 reasons John was seen as a terrible king?
3. What does the most famous clause of the Magna Carta give to English citizens?
4. Name one document that was influenced by the Magna Carta.
Station Two: Read passages from Magna Carta
Magna Carta was a contract that limited the power of the king in England. Only four of the sixty-three clauses in Magna Carta are still valid today and of those four, clauses 39 and 40 are the most famous. For each of those clauses below, rewrite them in your own words and explain how the clause limited the power of the king.  
	Clause 39: “No free man shall be seized, imprisoned, dispossessed [to have something you own taken away from you], outlawed, exiled or ruined in any way, nor in any way proceeded against, except by the lawful judgement of his peers and the law of the land.

	In your own words:
	How did this clause limit the king’s power?







	Clause 40: “To no one will we sell, to no one will we deny or delay right or justice.”

	In your own words:
	How did this clause limit the king’s power?













Read the passages from the Magna Carta below and answer the DBQ questions on the bottom left. 
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1. Identify: Which paragraph discusses the idea of a punishment “fitting a crime”?


2. Which paragraphs address an individual’s right to a trial by jury?
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The Magna (arta

The Magna Carta sealed by King John of England in 1215, marked adecisive step
forward i the development of nglish constitutional govemment.Later it served as a
‘modelfor the colonists, who caried the Magna Carta’s quarantees of politcalights to
America.

“John, by the grace of God, king of England, lord of Ireland, duke of Normandy
and Aquitaine, and count of Anjou; to the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls,
barons,justicares, foresters, sheriff,reeves, ministers, and al bailfs, and others
his faithful subjects, greeting.....

1. We have, in the firt place, granted to God, and by this our present charter,
‘confirmed for us and our heirs forever that the English church shall b free. ...

9. Neither we nor our bailffs shall seize any land or rent for any debt so long as
the debtor’ chattels are sufficient to discharge the same. ...

12. No scutage [tax] or aid shall be imposed in our kingdoms unless by the com-
mon counsel thereo...

14. For obtaining the common counsel of the kingdom concerning the assessment
ofaids ... or of scutage, we will cause to be summoned, severall by our etters,
the archbishops, bishops, abbts,earls, and great barons; we willlso cause to
be summoned generally, by our sheriffs and bailfs, all those who hold lands
directly of us,to meet on a fixed day ... and at a fixed place.

20. Afree man shall be amerced [punished| for a smalfault only according to the
measure thereof, and for a great crime according to its magnitude. .. None of
these achievements shall be imposed except by the oath of honest men of the
neighborhood.

21 Earls and barons shall be amerced only by their peers and only in proportion o
the measure of the offense. ...

38, Inthe future no bailffshall upon his own unsupported accusation put any man
totrial without producing credible witnesses to the truth of the accusation.
39. No free man shal be taken, imprisoned, disseised [seized], outlawed, banished,
orin any way destroyed, nor will we proceed against or prosecute him, except

by the lawful judgment o his peers and by the law o the land.

40. Tono one will we ellto none will we deny o delay, right orjustce. ...

42. Inthe future it shall be lawful .. for anyone to leave and return to our kingdom
safely and securely by land and water, saving hisfealty to us. Excepted are those.
‘who have been imprisoned or outlawed according to the law of he land. ..

61. Whereas we, for the honor of God, and the amendment of our realm, and in
‘order the better to allay the discord arisen between us and our barons, have.
granted allthese things aforesaid....

63. Wherefore we will and firmly charge that all men in our kingdom shall have
and hold allthe aforesaid libertes,rights, and concessions ... fully, and wholly
t0 them and their heirs...inallplaces ever.... It is moreover sworn, as well on
our partas on the part o the barons, that allthese matters aforesaid will be:
Keptin good faith and without deceit. Witness the above named and many
‘others. Given by our hand in the meadow which s called Runnymeade. . ”




